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threw into the box a blank ballot, thus leaving to the re-
publicans a majority. Mr. Jefferson was declared duly
elected. The assembled crowds, without the Capitol,
rent the air with their acclamations and gratulations, and
the Conspirators as they were called, hurried to their
lodgings under strong apprehensions of suffering from
the just indignation of their fellow citizens.

The dark and threatening cloud which had hung over
the political horrison, rolled harmlessly away, and the
sunshine of prosperity and gladness broke forth and ever
since, with the exception of a few passing clouds has con-
tinued to shine on our happy country.

TO MISS SUSAN B. SMITH

March 4, 1801.

Let me write to you my dear Susan, e'er that glow of
enthusiasm has fled, which now animates my feelings; let
me congratulate not only you, but all my fellow citizens,
on an event which will have so auspicious an influence
on their political welfare. I have this morning witnessed
one of the most interesting scenes, a free people can ever
witness. The changes of administration, which in every
government and in every age have most generally
been epochs of confusion, villainy and bloodshed, in this
our happy country take place without any species of dis-
traction, or disorder. This day, has one of the most
amiable and worthy men taken that seat to which he was
called by the voice of his country. I cannot describe the
agitation I felt, while I looked around on the various
multitude and while I listened to an address, containing
principles the most correct, sentiments the most liberal,
and wishes the most benevolent, conveyed in the mostssue,
